FINANCIAL REVIEW

Coming up with a hotel conce pi
that blends bold ideas with
sensitwity for the localionis a
creative challenge for
archiiects. Ralph Bestic finds
six retreats that master the brief.
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an'tsey | can put my

fingar on any defning

achievement in the hote
busnass of ths country but
right now, bacause of a solid
aeconomy, Uruguay & having 8
hoiel moment A <g no
grance as they s = "ibEl:

are breedng ‘33{»4 than a

hungry gaucho In search of a
plate of asado. S0 lets head on
down 10 the coastine of José
gnacio east of Monevideo and
check nto the one of the casas
of Flaya Vil a prvate hoel
owned by Norwegian-bomn
financier Alex Vik. The daesign 5
from Uruguayan axchiect Carlos
Ott and the location, & beachside
of biustery, coastal beauty tat
was, untl recently, known only o
locals. There aresx casas from
which tochoose and ey &l
contain hand-painted wooden

floors, adobe mud freplaces

prvate gardens running rotwith
bougaiviies, ebony cellings and
above gl that, aw lcﬂca.v:-' <lad
ving roof. But before unpacking
and heading for tha pawlion to
check out fellow guests or the
120-metre-long wine cellar and
the firepit lounging area set |
wooden deck, it Is Important 1o
aexplose the Sculpture, 3 quise

nea

astounding titanum and glass
structure that gefias gravity -

ts bentcube- ke shape seems
almost compactad to the ground
35 It keans and looms at 3

30" angle over IS own entrance.
You enter via a huge, bromee
Door of Paradise, Inspirad by the
door of the Baptsiay In
Florence and - like Ghibertt's
Garas of Paadize - It opens 0

t!

eveal an Inerior of art and

nstallasons from some of
Uruguay’s most celebrated
The archiecture of Plays

arusts

Vik has been Influenced by the
character of the surrounang
andscape. The biack granite
pool s long and narrow &nd
exends out, weh no visus
oreak 50 that its waers seem
almost o be on the same evel
35 the sea Vegetaton morphs
ntosand, the constant onshore
winds ::tcm*.-* the Sculpture
nto I1ts weird shape) gust
around the casas and cool the
rooms and pavilion. The marine
Ight and green-biue Atlantic
appear as one espacialy 3
dusk. The structue s 3h.=.rp
rooed In modemism, geeen and
conscentious butwith no
sentments! folksy side to
There Is form and
those old wins

func tionality,
but there 5 also
Deauty and pleasue.
Uruguayans ase captive to these
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