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With reports that the Latin &merican luxury market is set to eclipse that of the Chinese, hotalier, winemaker
and entreprensur Alex Wik has his linger firmiy on the pulse of the future, finds Ruby Warrington
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enjoy L The vinevard Bnally opened for business this spring (the
first vintagge, a SO0 Bordenus-style blend retailing ot smound
LTSS100 a bottle, sald out theowgh pre-orders), and hi's i situ for
“fuanr days this time, working ™. Hoving become Becinated with the
P
ahout assembling a crack team to fd "the very best eonditions to
grow the best red grape” In South Amer
FChilbe that Vik describes us
a total wilderness, "W spent a year analysing the provinee, and
froom there it wos m cose of dearing the lamd.” Together with his
wife Carrie. and working with Chilcan architeet Smiljan Radice,
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heart s i e artse Hands-om at every stage ol the development

afl e thise South Amserican properties, a lurge part of his

imolverment has been working with local artists (as many as S in
Ulrguiay snd 4 dn Chille ) to produce the eolourful aned unusual
instmllations that set s open howses apart. And o Atk egwith

the sweeplng landscages they reflect, these are large-scale ploces.
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b insisls thal these properties are nothing more than passion
projecta. With everything U'm dolng in South Amserica, i as
nevier been ahaoal Uhe financlal imvestment. Ui more inferestel
I st 1l mnd eveating something very beautiful,” His choice
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nearby Playa Wik

‘South America feels like the land of

opportunity, open for innovation and ideas”

fetiere ks this ug, “With e sine inparticular, 1 gimgpdy
Wt (o creabe the best red winge in South America, to maximise
the i Tllithes oof thils regomn froem the sell up”

Eburt 1l the condinent bis ailways had o spocial plige in Viks

heart |} rmothiesr s boen i Ulrguay, the daughter of he

POt s pagbessaclor to Norwey, whiens she trovellod as o teenager
lined g apiemtly et Vik's fnther: When Vik's oldest dasghiter
W3 ey b 1M b decided to miake this piliorimage o intedoee
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Tuis chiilel o B great-grandmother. Eventusalby e and Corrie
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Theway hestells i, ik was born with m hesy for business, “ My

Fatherwas o renl edate entrepeenear himself, and he was very open
tor iy involvement growing up, e always spoke bo mie about the
prujesets e wis bvotved inand encoursged me to ke on interest”
Wik went towork om @ fwrm as o voung boy and descriles his
Farmiby s v b L Caniary Islamcls whisn he was just 14 2 having
“fisstered a lot of indegendence at @ voungage. Being bna different
culbture, with o ditferent limgisge, encoursged thi, 1 wis avery
ditferent ephringing cormpared to sbaying inome bowm with the
same people all vour life”

Hiis subsecpunit e to the LTS to study ot Harvaed brooght
annlher 3o0-degree change, A firm believer that “the guality of
students 5 more important than the guallty of professors,” he
threw himself fnbo wniversty e as the charismuotic captain aof the
ol Fream, The college paper noted his confident, fnewheeling
stybe an Use Flrways: *Vikwielded o desdly putter throughout the
afternon. snaking home transcontinental putts and ramming in
1(b-Foters with reckless ahandon,” noted the Haraend Ceimea ln

1076, 1 precurser, peehaps, of his attitsde to siness, He was also
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The properties have attracted celebrity

visitors, designer Jason Wu among them

wver-insentive when it came to rabsing funds for the team, selling
aerial pltographs of Hareard Stadivm to inebriabed alumnd at
foothiall guined in Baston.

Adter graduating, he went to work as o corporate analyst for
Leshimzan Brothers, but he mnde his real money when the tirst
Internet hubble spw stocks in his ledging software firm
NXeebern soor by over 11,000 per cend in 19940, The nest, s
they sy, is history, nnd his portfollo teday incluodes various
[rvestment venitures, as well as the luxury Norwegion vodka
brnnal, Christinna.
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Eonber i prassbon for the arts, which olso saw him open Sebastian
& Harcpuet, o gallery ln New York's Chelsea, with business
parties Bamls Barquet in 2005 (a Losdon outpost fol lewed

in 200880, Specialising in 20th-cenlury pieces that often iy ot
the eroesroads hetween seulpiure and Rmetionn] object, the
verture is very much o reflection of his personul tastes, wid also
Ineorporntes a sister, open-to-the-public sheseroom on 26ih

Streetwhich s lald out with 5 museoam-like leel,

11 obrvinns Lhist Ise 15 actually happiest working with one of his
artists in thelr studio, to bring his latest cresative visbon to life =]
e creating beautiful things” e s, adding that he thinks his
imvolvement with local artists has helped to create the anigoe
experiences he believes loday s consumer of Tuxury by
prursult of, He also likens e process 1 his dealings in usiness:

vl i% in

“Whether P'm bryving fo design a room, or make g painBing or i
souilpiture, i1 ot that dissimiler to coming up with an idea Ffor
11 TIEW COMTIRITY, |1||n|l.||_'| or service, The fundamental thoophi
rocesses are similur”

He has forged Arm friendships within e art community
i Snuth America, and his protégies will often gtop by al the
pruperthes thnt hoese Cheic colowrful works for dinner, nbding to
tha infiermnd feel the Viks have tried to foster, And naturally, there
e been severial celebirity visitors, Mic bl e ¥laman's favourife
designer Fason W among thiem, while overal | the gropertics
attraect an international mixof inieresd ing peopbe froan all walks
ol life, Vik has glso boen pleased to note that roughly o third of
iests are South American, B
Argentintims, Chileans and peajle from Parsisy” ol enjoving
the Fruits of thelr continent’s booming coomomy. "1 proves Do me

that we are st offering o distineti ¢ experienee Uhey can'l gel

ilimna and a fwir smount of

plsrwhepe” sV Vik, with odwions satistaction

A Far as South Amwerica’s rise ms o ploveron the global stage,
Vik believes it's o matber of time =The workd i full of beaotiful
e bt you' Il hawe mone ofan sdventure here. There is <8lla
e of wikderness The world is -lITiII.IINIL'."I'.irlII 14 amicl cul L= AP

pierzing, bt here vou cas <t Aned spmething totulby enigue” 2
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